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Factory Housing in the 1950s and Subjectivity Re—Building:
A Case Study on a State—owned Factory in Beijing

LI Geng

Abstract: Based on a case study on the housing of state—owned factory workers in the 1950s, the pa-
per illustrates building, allocation and usage of factory housing, and presents the historic conditions as
well as structural details of space revolution in that period. It argues that the spatial practice and represen-
tation constitute the history of the re—structure of society and the re—shape of new individuals. The factory’s
housing system reveals that Socialist subjectivity defines the individual development in a social way, there-
fore the case is still a significant reference nowadays.

Key words: Factory; Housing; Socialist City; 1950s
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