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Taking “Danwei” as Community
TIAN Yi-peng

Abstract: Rethinking “Danwei” phenomenon, we find that the “Danwei—Community” based on vari-
ous enterprises and agencies is not just a kind of organization or institution, but a basic measurement that
is used by Chinese political elites to deal with social crisis, appearing as a special type and form of com-
munity. The “Danwei—Community” initially appeared during the Liberation War period in northeast China
in 1940s and 1950s, and formed in the first Five—year - plan period and rapidly expanded from enterpris-
es to governmental and social affair departments, serving as the fundamental infrastructure and basic unit
of social system in pre—reform China. In 1980s, as Restoring—order and Opening-reform going on, , the
“Danwei— Community” were substantially proliferated through the way of establishing collective owned
economy and the succession system in short time. From late 1980s, as state—owned enterprises stepped in-
to the decline stage, the Danwei system also entered in reforming period. The reform and change process
of Danwei system is actually disappearing of “Danwei—Community”, with the end of welfare housing sys-
tem, the separation of “Enterprise—Charging—Society” function, and the separation of collective—owned en-
terprises from mother— enterprises. All those reforms marked “Danwei—Community” was going to the end.

Key words: community; Danwei; restoring and proliferation; social reconstruction
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