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From the Game of Property Owners to Digital Labor:
A Qualitative Study on the Sharing Economy and the Change of Labor

DU Juan ZHANG Feng LIU Shang PEI Yi-li

Abstract: The emergence of a sharing economy represented by Uber has not only changed the tradi-
tional business pattern, but also has a great impact on the traditional forms of employment. In this paper,
the qualitative method had been used to outlined the impact of sharing economy on labor process and em-
ployment relations. Conclusion: The shift from the game of property owners to digital Labor in certain ex-
tent, verify the Marxist theory of surplus value in the Internet economic environment. The platform hided
the surplus value from excess labor by subsidizing; the platform also achieved effective and lean manage-
ment through outsourcing external labor and Internet—based credit mechanism, which weakened the bar-
gaining power of workers and the level of labor security. These new trends and their possible impact on
the social form of labor, career structure and even the new class system should be highly concerned.

Key words:Shareing Economy; Employment; Labor process; Digital Labor; Platform Capitalism
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