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The Comparison of Phoenix Village and Jiangcun and

Their Contribution to Anthropological Study of Rural Village

ZHOU Da-ming

Abstract: Kulp’s research in Phoenix Village is regarded as milestone in anthropology which con-
ducted the conversion from research in scale small and simple tribal society to more complex rural society.
Whilst Hsiao—tung Fei has pioneered the local complex society research investigated by native anthropolo-
gist. Their contribution lies not only in the breakthrough in the field of anthropology, but also in the num-
ber of follow—up studies published, as well as the debate on their research methods. This article argues
that the ethnography in anthropology could draw on the extended case method of sociology, so as to realize
the interconnection between micro and macro, particularity and universality. In this article, we commemo-
rate the 80" anniversary of Jiangcun Research and 100" anniversary of the study of Phoenix Village.

Key words:Phoenix Village; Jiangcun; Follow—up Study; Type Comparison; Extended Case Method
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