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Reclaiming Anyuan Tradition?

A Review of Anyuan: Mining Chinese Revolutionary Tradition

LIU Jie

Abstract: Elizabeth Perry’s book Anyuan: Mining Chinese Revolutionary Tradition aims at exploring the
revolutionary tradition by dating back to Anyuan workers’ movement and then providing a solution to social
inequality and social protests during the reform era. The book advocates that we should learn from the benefi-
cial ingredients of revolutionary tradition. This paper attempts to reexamine the adaptability of the revolution-
ary tradition in the reform era and find that Anyuan tradition does provide the cognition of social dignity and
equality indeed, but its logic of evolution process indicates the vulnerability of Anyuan tradition in under-
standing and improving social groups’ fate. Reclaiming Anyuan tradition lacks the support of “politics” and
“sociely”.

Key words: Elizabeth Perry; Anyuan; Revolutionary Tradition; Transitional Society
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