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o A RBEATRESN 1B R AAR BEATHEBT , AT T REAERA A SEHLIN M 22 e A5 E , B B A BEA A A7 IR
PERITE B0 A PRAT AT Ff o AR AP AR BB R TH BARE 2 4 L0 (BE B 2R3 vh A0l A AE . e
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Reference Experience and Comprehensive Circumstances:

An Interpretation to Peasant’s Farming Practice in Dingzhou

ZHANG Long

Abstract: “Moral economy” and “economic rationality” are both classic theories to interpret peas-
ants’ farming tendency. They became theoretical basis of discussions about contemporary peasant’s logic
in farming performance. This article argues that those theories can be used as analytical tools, but should
not be restriction to our understanding of peasants. “Moral economy” or “economic rationality” cannot ful-
ly explain the logic that guiding peasants’ agricultural behavior. Their farming performances are based on
fully concern about reference experience. It is the logic of practice which guides peasants’ agricultural be-
havior. This suggests us that we should pay attention to the comprehensive circumstances which peasants
faced with. Thus we can get a better understanding of the contemporary Chinese peasants and also China’s
agricultural modernization.

Key words: Reference Experience; Comprehensive Circumstances; Farming Practice; Logic of Prac-
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