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Exploration on the Relationship between Grassroots Governments and
Social Organizations in Community Governance:
Case Study on the “Village” and “Community Development

Association” in M County, Taiwan, China

LI Qiang CHEN Meng-ping

Abstract: The government work report delivered at the 19" CPC National Congress proposed to “shift
the focus of social governance to grassroots organizations”, that is, grassroots community governance
should be highlighted in social governance. Based on the case study of M County, Taiwan, this article ana-
lyzes the historical evolution of grassroots social governance and grassroots community governance in Tai-
wan, China. According to this study, the grassroots social governance of Taiwan has two major partici-
pants, namely, the “community development association” which is the carrier of residents’ participation
and the “village” as the grassroots administration of the government. They have played different roles and
performed functions in grassroots community governance. The grassroots social governance of Taiwan can
usually run well when they cooperate with each other, but when they conflict and compete with each other,
the grassroots social governance usually meets many difficulties. Finally, this article also compared the
characteristics of the grassroots social governance in Mainland China and Taiwan from four aspects, name-
ly, emphasis on grassroots community governance, relationship between grassroots governments and social
organizations, relationship between governments and social adjustment, as well as how to realize self-gover-
nance of community residents.

Key words: Grassroots Social Governance; Grassroots Community Governance; Social Organizations;

Residents’ Self-governance; Community Building; Social Adjustment
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