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Master Tai Hsu’s Solo Adventure:

Social Theory from the Perspective of Buddhism

HE Rong

Abstract: Master Tai Hsu(1890-1947), an eminent monk in modern China, is well-known for his pas-
sionate appealing for Buddhist revolution and “Humanistic Buddhism”. Nurtured by traditional Chinese
culture and Buddhist intelligence, he also keeps an eye on the in—coming western social sciences, such as
psychology and sociology. Historical document shows that he knows the new currents of European sociolo-
gy of his time and has his own understanding. This study is focusing on the sociological dimension of his
voluminous works. By combing through his ideas of a multi-layered society, an engaging Buddhism caring
for reality, a work ethic and a revived “modern China”, the paper tries to show the potential for further so-
ciological study, which indicates Master Tai Hsu as a pioneer of sociological theorist from the perspective
of Buddhism.

Key words:Master Tai Hsu; Buddhist Concept of Society; Buddhist Work Ethics; Chinese Buddhism

TAEG AR KM

- 74 -



