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Limitations of Using Target—Location Survey Data in
Understanding Educational Inequality:

The Case of Beijing College Students Panel Survey

LI Dai

Abstract: Educational inequality is an important field in the study of social stratification. Some quan-
titative projects may use target—location data, which are data gathered from college students, to study edu-
cational inequality. For example, Beijing College Students Panel Survey (BCSPS) is a target—location data.
This article compares simulated data generated in the same way as BCSPS did with a complete data of Na-
tional College Entrance Examination from a province in the threshold-dependent inequality framework. Re-
sults show that the estimates derived from such data are faced with difficulties in interpretability and gen-
eralizability. BCSPS particularly suffers bias from its sampling procedures. These limitations may lead to
misleading conclusions.

Key Words: Educational Inequality; National College Entrance Examination; Social Stratification; So-

cial Mobility
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