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State in Society: Towards a Comprehensive Paradigm
of State and Society: A Review of
State in Society: Studying How States and Societies Transform

and Constitute One Another

HOU Li—-wen

Abstract: The relationship between the state and society is the basic proposition of social science,
which is also a controversial topic area. On the basis of reflection and dialogue to the relation between
state and society, Joel S. Migdal is aware of the "reductionism" tendency in Weber’s view of State, and
then he constructs a new state definition and puts forward the unique "view of State" on the basis of empir-
ical research. Meanwhile, combining with the perspective of procedural, he constructs the path "state in so-
ciety" from the perspective of methodology and makes a new dynamic, procedural and constructive inter-
pretation of the relation between state and society, which avoids the limitations of one way understanding
from the old “state—centered” and “society—centered” theory, deepens the understanding of complex social
reality, and opens up a new era of study on the relationship between the state and society, which also has
the vital significance in methodology.

Key words: State and Society; State Outlook; State in Society
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