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The Dynamics Mechanism of Social Revolution:
The Land Revolution in the Central Soviet

Period as an Example

MENG Qing-yan

Abstract: In the study of the Chinese communist revolution, the “structur-
al genesis theory” and the “organizational mobilization theory” are two impor-
tant theoretical traditions. This paper argues that the debate between these two
theoretical traditions stems from their different understandings of the concept of
“class”, which makes them neglect the overall historical perspective of the revo-
lutionary studies. Taking the land revolution led by the Communist Party of Chi-
na from 1927 to 1934 as an example, this paper provides an in—depth analysis
of historical materials by using “process comparative research” as the primary
analytical framework. The author attempts to reveal how “class” constitutes the
dynamic mechanism of social revolution and understand the social process of
Sinicization of Marxism from the perspective of historical sociology. This paper
finds that in the land revolution from 1927 to 1934, “class”, which originally be-
longed to the level of ideological and theoretical programs, began to play a real
role in local society. “Class”, the complex political situation of the time, and
the original social structure of the regional society influenced and shaped one
another. Through the mechanisms of “suspension”, “coupling”, and “mutual
construction”, “class” finally evolved into the driving force of the social revolu-
tion and completed the social process of Sinicization of Marxism.

Keywords: class; social revolution; dynamism mechanism; regional society
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