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The Connection of Individual, Academics and the Nation:

Fei Xiao—tong’s Academic—Mental History of Jiang—cun Investigation
WANG Jian—-min

Abstract: Fei Xiao—tong’s Jiang—cun research covered 26 times in a span of 66 years, from which
we can see his academic—mental history. This academic—mental history was shaped by the gentleman strati-
fication, social change and academic community, which reflected the connection of individual, academics
and the nation. From the perspective of Chinese modern academic history and the construction of nation—
state, Jiang—cun research was actually exploring how Chinese modern social science was possible and what
it could do. In the later Fei Xiao—tong, there was scholastic turn from social investigation to cultural con-
sciousness. However, from the perspective of modern Chinese academic construction, there is inner consis-
tency in this turn and this turn is promotion and deepening of Yan—jing School’s standpoint of sociologi-
cal indigenization. It is helpful to understand the connotation and mission of localization of Chinese sociol-
ogy and even Chinese social science in the new period.

Keywords: Fei Xiao—tong; Jiang—cun Investigation; Peasant Life in China; Academic—mental Histo-

ry; Indigenization of Sociology
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