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Social Change and Class Analysis: Theory and Reality
LI Lu—lu, YANG Na

Abstract: The class is a well-recognized and handy conceptual tool to comprehend social inequality
and social contradictions. Nevertheless, since the mid of the 20th century, orthodox Marxist class theory, a
social conflict perspective that advocated an inevitable collision between two rival classes, has been severe-
ly challenged by the great transformation throughout the world. Derived from the ever accentuating social
differentiation and increasing diversification of social structures, modern class analysis paradigm goes far
beyond the scope of the ownership of production ownership and the tension between opposing class struc-
tures. Class remains the essential representation and fundamental form of power, with society as the arena
where different classes compete for desirable social resources and life opportunities. If all sorts of misun-
derstanding that surround the concept of class would be wiped out and obsolete ideologies eradicated, the
concept of class is still, and always, a strong tool to analyze power, interests, inequality and social contra-
dictions.

Key words:class; rival classes; modern class analysis paradigm; social power
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